PRACTICAL PROSE READERS
interfere, the instant that interference should seem to be
necessary.
The marabout meanwhile glided on gradually and im-
perceptibly, serpent-like, or rather snail-like, till he was
about ten yards' distance from Richard's person, when,
starting on his feet, he sprung forward with the bound of
a tiger, stood at the King's back in less than an instant,
and brandished aloft the cangiar, or poniard, which he had
hidden in his sleeve.                                                .
Not the presence of his whole army could have s^ved
their heroic monarch; but the motions of the Nubiam had
been as well calculated as those of the enthusiast, andj ere
the latter could strike, the former caught his uplifted ;
Turning his fanatical wrath upon what thus unexpecte
interposed betwixt him and his object, the assassin,
such was the seeming marabout, dealt the Nubian a
with the dagger, which, however, only grazed his ar
while the far superior strength of the Ethiopian easily
dashed him to the ground.
Aware of what had passed, Richard had now arisen,;
with little more of surprise, anger, or interest of any kind
in his countenance, than an ordinary man would show in
brushing off and crushing an intrusive wasp, caught up
the stool on which he had been sitting, and exclaiming
only, " Ha, dog! " dashed almost to pieces the skull of
the assassin, who uttered twice, once in a loud and once in
a broken tone, the words "Allah ackbar!" (God is
victorious), and expired at the King's feet.
EXERCISES
1.  Vocabulary.   Here is a selection from Scott's extensive
vocabulary. Use the words in sentences of your own:
exquisite; symmetry; chivalrous; prostrated; peruse;
reconnoitring; device; pensive; vigilant; hazard; agility;
supernatural; imperceptibly; esplanade; voluntary; pon-
iard ; fanatical; intrusion; assassin.
2.  Meanings. Express in simple modern prose:
(a) Waiting life from the touch of a Prometheus.
(6) He resumed his posture of motionless humility.
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